
Year 3 

 

A Little Princess by Frances Hodgson Burnett (Lexile 790) 

Alone in a new country, wealthy Sara Crewe tries to settle in and make friends at boarding school. But when she learns 

that she'll never see her beloved father gain, her life is turned upside down. Transformed from princess to pauper, she 

must swap dancing lessons and luxury for hard work and a room in the attic. Will she find that kindness and genorosity 

are all the riches she truly needs? 

 

 

The Water Babies by Charles Kingsley (Lexile 1070) 

A fairy tale about a boy chimney sweep who drowns in a river, and is there transformed into a "water baby." The story 

relates the moral education that Tom receives in a series of adventures and lessons among the community of water 

babies. 

 



Year 3 

 

At the Back of the North Wind by George MacDonald (Lexile 850) 

A fantasy centered on a boy named Diamond and his adventures with the North Wind. Diamond travels together with 

the mysterious Lady North Wind through the nights. 

 

 

Men of Iron by Howard Pyle (Lexile 1210) 

A young squire, Myles Falworth, seeks not only to become a knight but to eventually redeem his father's honor. The 

story begins in 1400, the year after the deposition of Richard II of England.  

 



Year 3 

 

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland & Through the Looking Glass (Lexile 980) 

Written by English mathematician Charles Lutwidge Dodgson under the pseudonym Lewis Carroll. It tells of a girl named 

Alice falling through a rabbit hole into a fantasy world populated by peculiar creatures. The sequel, Through the Looking 

Glass, is set some six months later. Alice again enters a fantastical world, this time by climbing through a mirror into the 

world that she can see beyond it. Through the Looking-Glass includes such celebrated verses as "Jabberwocky" and "The 

Walrus and the Carpenter", and the episode involving Tweedledum and Tweedledee. 

 

The Bears of Blue River by Charles Major (Lexile 1260) 

Set in 19th century rural Indiana. "Little Balser," the main character in the book, was a very brave young man who had 

many exciting (and sometimes frightening) encounters with bears and other wildlife. A fearless hunter, Little Balser 

dreamed of the day he would have his own gun. As "The Bears of Blue River" describes, his dream did eventually come 

true. There is a statue of Little Balser in Shelbyville, Indiana, holding up the two bear cubs that he captured and raised. 

This book is exciting for those who love nature and tales of early pioneer life. 



Year 3 

 

Swallows and Amazons (Lexile 800) 

The book relates the outdoor adventures and play of two families of children. These involve sailing, camping, fishing, 

exploration and piracy. There are 12 books in this series.  

 

 

Caddie Woodlawn by Carol Ryrie Brink (Lexile 890) 

Set in the 1860s, it is about a lively eleven-year-old tomboy named Caroline Augusta Woodlawn, nicknamed "Caddie", 

living in Wisconsin. Caddie Woodlawn is a real adventurer. She'd rather hunt than sew and plow than bake, and tries to 

beat her brother's dares every chance she gets. Caddie is friends with Indians, who scare most of the neighbors -- 

neighbors who, like her mother and sisters, don't understand her at all. 

 



Year 3 

 

On the Banks of Plum Creek by Laura Ingalls Wilder (Lexile 720) 

The adventures of Laura Ingalls and her family continue as they leave their little house on the prairie and travel in their 

covered wagon to Minnesota. Here they settle in a little house made of sod beside the banks of beautiful Plum Creek. 

Soon Pa builds a wonderful new little house with real glass windows and a hinged door. Laura and her sister Mary go to 

school, help with the chores, and fish in the creek. At night everyone listens to the merry music of Pa's fiddle. 

Misfortunes come in the form of a grasshopper plague and a terrible blizzard, but the pioneer family works hard 

together to overcome these troubles. 

 

 

The Little White Horse by Elizabeth Goudge (Lexile 850) 

Features a recently orphaned teenage girl who is sent to the manor house of her cousin and guardian in the West 

Country of England. The estate, village, and vicinity are shrouded in mystery and magic; the "little white horse" is a 

unicorn. 

 



Year 3 

 

The Saturdays by Elizabeth Enright (Lexile 820) 

The story of four Melendy children who determine to stop wasting their Saturdays, pool their allowances, and take turns 

having adventures in pre-World War II New York City. There are four books in this series. 

 

 

English Fairy Tales by Joseph Jacobs (Lexile 1040) 

Includes stories like Jack and the Beanstalk, Goldilocks and the three bears, The Three Little Pigs, Jack the Giant Killer, 

and The History of Tom Thumb. 

 



Year 3 

 

King of the Wind by Marguerite Henry (Lexile 830) 

He was a horse named "Sham" for the sun, a golden-red stallion born in the Sultan of Morocco's stone stables. Upon his 

heel was a small white spot, the symbol of speed. But on his chest was the symbol of misfortune. Although he was swift 

as the desert winds, Sham's pedigree would be scorned all his life by cruel masters and owners. Sham and his friend, the 

stable boy Agba, have adventures that take them from the sands of the Sahara to the royal courts of France, and finally 

to the green pastures and stately homes of England. For Sham was the renowned Godolphin Arabian, whose blood flows 

through the veins of almost very superior thoroughbred. Sham's speed -- like his story -- has become legendary. 

 

 

The Wheel on the School by Meindert De Jong (Lexile 710) 

Lina is one of six school children in the small fishing village of Shora. When she writes an essay for school that asks why 

there are no storks in their village, the teacher encourages the class to find out for themselves. They discover that the 

roofs on the village's homes are pitched so steeply that the storks cannot find space to nest on the sharp ridges, and 

placing a wagon wheel on each roof ridge would give storks a place to nest. The task of finding a wagon wheel in the tiny 

village proves difficult, and the children meet several interesting personalities during their search.  


