
Year 1 

 

Charlott’s Web by E.B. White (Lexile 680) 

Charlotte's Web is the story of a little girl named Fern who loved a little pig named Wilbur-and of Wilbur's dear friend 

Charlotte, a beautiful large grey spider who lived with Wilbur in the barn. With the help of Templeton, the rat who never 

did anything for anybody unless there was something in it for him, and by a wonderfully clever plan of her own, 

Charlotte saved the life of Wilbur, who by this time had grown up to quite a pig. 

 

 

King of the Golden River by John Ruskin (Lexile 1160) 

This is the classic fairy tale of what happened to two men who tried to get rich in evil ways and of how the fortune they 

sought came to their younger brother, whose kind and loving heart prompted him to right action. 

 



Year 1 

 
Pinocchio by Carlo Collodi  (Lexile 840) 

The old wood-carver Geppetto decides to make a wonderful puppet which can dance and turn somersaults, but by 

chance he chooses an unusual piece of wood - and the finished puppet can talk and misbehave like the liveliest child. But 

Pinocchio is brave and inquisitive as well as naughty, and after some hair-raising adventures, he earns his heart's desire. 

 

 
St. George and the Dragon by Margaret Hodges (Lexile 1080 – picture book) 

Red Cross Knight slays a dreadful dragon that has been terrorizing the countryside for years, bringing peace and joy back 

to the land. 

 

 
The Red Fairy Book by Andrew Lang  (Lexile 1120) 

Lots of fairy tales! Includes Jack and the Beanstalk, Rapunzel, The Golden Goose, and many others. 
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The Velveteen Rabbit by Margery Williams (Lexile 1110) 

The timeless story of a toy rabbit that becomes real through the love of a child.  

 

 
Little House in the Big Woods by Laura Ingalls Wilder (Lexile 930) 

Little House in the Big Woods is the first book in Laura Ingalls Wilder's treasured Little House series, which was based on 

her life growing up as an American pioneer. Told from four-year-old Laura's point of view, this story begins in 1871 in a 

little log cabin on the edge of the Big Woods of Wisconsin. Laura lives in the little house with her Pa, her Ma, her sisters 

Mary and Carrie, and their trusty dog, Jack. 
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Pocahontas by Ingri D'Aulaire (Lexile 900) 

This tale of the first colony at Jamestown is told from the perspective of the Princess Pocahontas, daughter of the mighty 

chief Powhatan. When the Natives judge the white man's magic as evil, John Smith is condemned to death only the 

intervention of Pocahontas saves his life and a tentative friendship is established between Pocahontas's tribe and the 

new colonists. 

 

 
The Boxcar Children by Gertrude Chandler Warner (Lexile 490) 

The Boxcar Children tells the story of four orphaned children, Henry, Jessie, Violet, and Benny. They create a home for 

themselves in an abandoned boxcar in the forest. 
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A Lion to Guard Us by Clyde Robert Bulla (Lexile 290) 

Amanda Freebold doesn't know what to do. Her father left three years ago for the new colony of Jamestown, in 

America, thousands of miles away. All Amanda has to remember him by is a little brass lion's head he gave his family to 

guard them while he is gone. Now her mother has just died, leaving Amanda to take care of her younger brother and 

sister. As head of the family, Amanda finally decides to take her brother and sister to America to find Father. The ocean 

crossing is long and hard, and the children don't know whom to trust. But with the lion's head to guard them, Amanda 

Knows that somehow everything will work out fine.  

 

 
Shoeshine Girl by Clyde Robert Bulla (Lexile 330) 

The last thing Sarah Ida wants to do is spend the summer with her Aunt Claudia. But when her parents send her away 

because of problems at home, that is exactly what she has to do. With no allowance and no fun to be had, Sarah Ida 

decides to look for a job. But who will hire a ten year old? Al, the shoeshine man, will! 
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Sword in the Tree by Clyde Robert Bulla (Lexile 380) 

In the days of King Arthur there stood a mighty oak tree within the walls of a castle. Peace reigned in the castle until the 

fearsome night when Lionel, longlost brother of Lord Weldon, returned to cause trouble and unhappiness. It was then 

that Shan, the son of Lord Weldon, took on the duties of a knight and hid the sword in the hollow of the giant oak. The 

days that followed were filled with adventures that tried the courage of the young boy. 

 

 

 
A Toad for Tuesday by Russell Erickson (Lexile 740) 

Can an owl and a toad really be friends? Warton the toad is very proud of himself when he straps on a pair of 

homemade skis and ventures out in the dead of winter to visit Aunt Toolia. But then an owl swoops down and carries 

Warton off to his lair, promising to gobble him up as birthday treat come Tuesday. Can Warton's bravery and wit turn 

the owl from enemy to friend in just five days? 


